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things over and over and over again as we
rose to a higher and higher and higher level
of democracy. Every time, we had to deepen
the meaning of freedom to include more
people and to make their freedom real; we
had to widen the circle of opportunity so that
citizenship meant your chance at the brass
ring; and we had to strengthen the bonds
of our Union.

Now, you remember that. The Democratic
Party, I’m sad to say, was not always on the
right side of all three of those issues in the
19th century. But since Woodrow Wilson be-
came President, throughout the 20th cen-
tury, we haven’t always been right on every
issue, but we’ve always been on the right side
of our history. And I am determined that
when we start this new century, this country
will have deepened our freedom, widened
our opportunity, and strengthened our
Union. If we do the right things, our kids
will have the best America ever.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:30 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to din-
ner hosts Elaine and Gerald Schuster; Mayor
Thomas M. Menino of Boston and his wife, An-
gela; Steve Grossman, national chair, and Alan D.
Solomont, former national finance chair, Demo-
cratic National Committee; Fred Seigel, member,
1997 Presidential Inaugural Committee; econo-
mist Lester Thurow; and musician James Taylor.

Executive Order 13082—Joint
Mexican-United States Defense
Commission
May 8, 1998

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, and in order to
add a member of the Joint Staff to the Joint-
Mexican-United States Defense Commis-
sion, it is hereby ordered that the third para-
graph of Executive Order 9080 of February
27, 1942, as amended by Executive Order
10692 of December 22, 1956, and by Execu-
tive Order 12377 of August 6, 1982, is further
amended to read as follows:

‘‘The United States membership of the
Commission shall consist of an Army mem-
ber, a Navy member, an Air Force member,

a Marine Corps member, and a Joint Staff
member, each of whom shall be designated
by the Secretary of Defense and serve during
the pleasure of the Secretary. The Secretary
shall designate from among the United States
members a Chair thereof and may designate
alternate United States members of the
Commission.’’

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 8, 1998.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:08 a.m., May 12, 1998]

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on May 11, and it
was published in the Federal Register on May 13.

Statement on the Middle East Peace
Process
May 11, 1998

I have just met with Secretary Albright,
National Security Adviser Berger, and Am-
bassador Ross. Unfortunately, there will not
be a meeting today with Prime Minister
Netanyahu and Chairman Arafat to launch
the permanent status talks. I regret that.

I have asked Secretary Albright to meet
later this week with Prime Minister
Netanyahu while he is in Washington. The
objective of those discussions will be to seek
to overcome the remaining differences so
that we can proceed immediately with accel-
erated permanent status talks.

Secretary Albright will then report to me
whether, as a result of her discussions with
the Prime Minister, the basis exists to launch
those talks in Washington.

Statement on Secretary of Labor
Alexis M. Herman
May 11, 1998

Secretary Herman has served me and this
administration with distinction. She is a per-
son of integrity, a dedicated public servant,
and an asset to working families all over
America. I know her well, and I am confident
she will not be distracted from the important
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